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City Conducts Polk Blvd. 
Traffic Study  
 

In response to an accident at 
the intersection of Polk Boule-
vard and Harwood Drive near 
Roosevelt High School, where 
a student was struck by a vehi-
cle, the city of Des Moines initi-
ated a traffic study. The study 
examined traffic counts and 
speed data, school crossing 
activity, crash history and field 
observations along the Polk 
corridor from University to 
Grand Ave. 

Over the past several years, 
there have been numerous 
traffic accidents along Polk 
Boulevard that involved either 
personal injury (25 percent ) or 
property damage (75 percent). 
In fact the Waterbury Historical 
Marker on the corner of Polk and 
Ingersoll was destroyed by a driver under the influence in 2010. 

Based on this data, City staff recommended the following: 

 A marked and signed crosswalk be installed for the north 
crossing at the intersection of Polk Boulevard and Harwood 

Drive. 

 Additional signing be 
installed for the existing 
pedestrian crossing on 
the north side of the Polk/
Chamberlain intersection, 
and consideration be giv-
en to relocating this 
crosswalk to the south 
side of this intersection. 

For more information, 
please contact City Engi-
neer Jennifer Bohac at 
(515) 283-4973.   
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Oktoberfest Brrrr  
Fall weather here in Waterbury was 

unseasonably warm, but wouldn’t you 

know that the temps were unseasonably 

low for the Third Annual Waterbury 

Oktoberfest. Nevertheless, many neigh-

bors braved the cold to join the festivi-

ties sponsored by Cornerstone Commu-

nity Credit Union and the Waterbury 

Neighborhood Association.  

 

<<<  Hot chocolate was the drink of 

choice for this young couple at the 

Third Annual Oktoberfest. Recap and 

photos, page 7. 

From the  
President! 

Waterbury, I want to first 
start off by saying that it’s 
been an absolute privilege 
to serve as your president 
over the past year and a 
half. My term ends soon, 
and Steve Miller, who was 
nominated vice-president 
at the 2012 annual meet-
ing in April, will take over.  
Steve, who has already 
invested a great deal of 
effort into the organization 
by spearheading the quar-
terly newsletter, will bring 
new energy and direction 
to the WNA, and I wish 
him well. I also want to 
give special thanks to all 
former and current WNA 
board members that I 
served with over the last 
six years for doing so 
much for the neighbor-
hood and always working 
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(Continued on page 3) 

An estimated 12,000 luminaries 

lit up Waterbury on Christmas 

Eve during the annual 

Luminary Festival.  See page 4. 
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Newest  Board Member Brings Youthful  

Perspective to WNA Board 

Emily Boyd brings youthful energy and community experience 
to Waterbury as the newest member of the WNA Board. An 
Iowan through and through, Emily was born and raised in Pel-
la, “Home of the Dutch!” she says. “In 2008, I moved to Des 
Moines for school and graduated from Drake in May of 2012 
with a degree in marketing and public relations. I spent this 
summer riding my bicycle from San Diego to Myrtle Beach to 
raise money for clean water in Marsabit, Kenya.” 

After that “hot, long trip,” Emily started her AmeriCorps service 
at Rebuilding Together Greater Des Moines. As Community 
Outreach Liaison, Emily provides opportunities for homeowners to get essential repairs 
on their homes with the help of volunteers. These repairs range from new, trip-free 
flooring to yard clean up for an elderly person. Her 11-month commitment to Ameri-
Corps ends in July.  

“One of the projects I’m working on during my free time is a century bicycle ride to 
raise money for a nonprofit whose focus is also on clean water in Africa. It will be a 
good way to establish more roots in the community and a way to meet people with a 
heart for philanthropy,” she said. “I moved into the neighborhood in September and 
have two kitties to keep me company. I love spending my time being active and look 
forward to meeting my fellow Waterbury neighbors!” 

Hanawalt Elementary Raising Money for New Track 

Hanawalt Elementary is marking its 100th anniversary 
with a fundraiser to beautify the school grounds and 
build a walking-running track. Spearheaded by the Han-
awalt PTA, the fundraising goal is $20,000. “This track 
will benefit the children of Hanawalt through physical fit-
ness and nature education, and will benefit the commu-
nity as a resource that is open to the public,” said Sara-
beth Anderson, Fundraising Chair. “Donors who give 
$125 or more will have the opportunity to leave their 
mark on Hanawalt by having their names permanently 

carved onto a brick at the school,” she said. To learn more, contact Anderson at sara-
beth.m.anderson@gmail.com or 515-554-7960. 

Waterbury to Team Up with Waveland for 2013 Jazz in July 

Both the Waterbury Neighborhood Association and the Waveland Park Neighborhood 
Association voted recently to collaborate on a Jazz in July event in 2013. Together we 
can make the event even bigger and better. Keep an eye on future issues of WNN for 
more details. The thought of July and jazz is making us feel warmer already! Contact 
Emily Boyd at emilyboyd12@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer. 

President (continued from page 1) 



Your WNA  
Board of Directors 
 

Mission: The purpose of the Waterbury 
Neighborhood Association (WNA) is to 
enhance the quality of life, maintain the 
aesthetic appearance, and promote the historical nature and  
significance of the Waterbury community. The WNA was 
formed in 1995 to build community among neighbors and      
provide an organization that would help residents to work coop-
eratively on issues of interest and concern to residents. 
 

                                      

Steve Miller  –  President &  Bill Nassif – Past 
Newsletter (515) 255-9014  President (515) 274-8159 

slm@wellandlaike.com  bnassif60@gmail.com 

Bryan Bunton – Immediate Past  Melissa Stalvey – Membership 

President (515) 371-2890  (515) 537-8246  

bryan_bunton@yahoo.com  maj228@hotmail.com  

Alice Peterson – Secretary &  Emily Boyd – At-Large 
Gardens (515) 255-2477   (641) 780-1673 

alicevp207@aol.com   emilyboyd12@gmail.com 

Diane Becker – Treasurer           Barb Andersen – At-Large                                                                                                                                
(515) 619-9218    (515) 279-0081 

dianebecker@aol.com                      bjander@vandals.uidaho.org                                              

Steve Balderson – Trails &  CJ Stephens – Director 
Environmental (515) 279-3930 Emeritus (515) 577-0774 

cc4915@hotmail.com   fostersdc@aol.com    

Megan Furnal – At-Large 

(515) 720-4906 

meganfurnal@gmail.com 

hard to make a difference. Certainly the 
most rewarding part about volunteering 
for the WNA for me was making new 
friends and getting to know so many peo-
ple. It makes you feel fortunate to live in a 
great neighborhood like Waterbury. 

Our annual membership and volunteer 
drive continues. If you did not receive a 
letter in the mail and would like to become 
a member and contribute to the WNA, no 
worries. Simply fill out the form on the last 
page of the newsletter, enclose payment, 
and mail to the address provided. In addi-
tion, we still have a need for volunteers, 
so if you are interested in helping out in 
any way, please let us know. Our sincere 
appreciation goes out to the many who 
have already responded! 

The city of Des Moines recently approved 
a new ordinance restricting on-street 
parking during snow plowing operations. 
So to avoid a ticket, be sure to move your 
vehicles off the street during snow ordi-
nances. If interested, visit the City’s web-
site [www.dmgov.org] to sign up to re-
ceive email alerts when snow ordinances 
go into effect. 

Around Christmas, I hope you had time to 
venture outside, whether by car or on 
foot, and enjoy the beautiful neighbor-
hood luminary display. Gladys Hertzberg 
organizes this event in which many of you 
participate, and we express lots of grati-
tude for her yearly efforts for what has 
come become a wonderful neighborhood 
tradition.   

On behalf of the Waterbury Neighborhood 
Association Board of Directors, I want to 
wish you and your family all the best in 
2013! 

Sincerely, 

Bryan Bunton 
WNA President 
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President (continued from page 1) 

We’re all ears! Share your comments with the Waterbury News: 

Steve Miller, Editor 
 P.O. Box 12054 

Des Moines, IA 50312 
 Ph: 255-9014  Email: news@WaterburyNeighbors.org. 

Don’t Miss Important Neighborhood News:  

Sign Up Today to Receive WNN Updates by Email 

This summer we created an email version of the Waterbury 
Neighborhood News called WNN Updates to keep you in the 
loop between the quarterly publication of this print newsletter. If 
you aren’t receiving WNN Updates, send your name and email 
address to news@WaterburyNeighbors.org. That way you’ll 
never miss the latest here in beautiful Waterbury. 

mailto:bryan_bunton@yahoo.com
mailto:kaytee41@mchsi.com
mailto:alicevp207@aol.com
mailto:iahoosier@aol.com
mailto:cc4915@hotmail.com
mailto:fostersdc@aol.com


Gardens & Grounds Roundup 

Neighbors Learn Pruning Technique at Free Workshop 
Several Waterbury neighbors gathered this fall with Ralph 
Conner, Board Certified Master Arborist, to learn how to 
properly prune a small tree. Conner discussed how prun-
ing develops trees with a strong structure and desirable 
shape. Pruned trees also live longer than trees that are 
not pruned. The event was held among the young oaks 
planted by Waterbury volunteers at Pleasant and 56th 
Street.  

Winter is a good time to have oaks pruned. Hire a reputa-
ble tree trimming company by asking for proof of insur-
ance and if they have a certified arborist on staff. For 
more information on the proper care of trees, contact CJ 
Stephens at WaterburyTrees@aol.com. You can also vis-
it our website at WaterburyNeighbors.org and download a 
homeowner’s brochure from the U.S. Forest Service on 
pruning for beautiful, safe and healthy trees. 

Help Us Recycle Those Green Buckets 

Recently volunteers circulated throughout the neighborhood to pick 
up those highly-visible green buckets. If you put away your buckets 
for the winter, no problem. Just drop them off when you get a chance 
at 4900 Woodland Ave., along the east side of the garage. The buck-
ets will be recirculated next spring to other parts of the city for new 
tree planting projects. If you need someone to pick up your bucket, 
drop us a line at news@WaterburyNeighbors.org. Volunteers will be 
around again in the spring to pick up the stakes. Thanks again for 
everything you’ve done to help our new, young trees thrive and grow 
for future generations of Waterbury residents. 

Luminaries Cast Magical Spell 

Over Waterbury Neighborhood 

Snow came just in the nick of time to 
create the perfect backdrop to Wa-
terbury’s annual Christmas Eve Lu-
minary Festival. Hundreds of neigh-
bors lined street and sidewalk with 
12,000 glowing luminaries as visitors 
from throughout the city streamed 
through the neighborhood. “We used 
to drive the Waterbury luminaries 
every year on Christmas Eve grow-
ing up,” said one woman who now brings her own children. “So 
pretty!” Thanks again to Gladys Hertzberg and her volunteers, as 
well as all those who participated, in making this holiday tradition 
so successful and a point of great pride for Waterbury. 
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Cornerstone Officially a 
Community Credit Union 

You may think adding the word 
“community” to Cornerstone Community 
Credit Union is just a simple name 
change. But the new title actually repre-
sents an official change in charter that 
now allows the neighborhood credit un-
ion to serve new members from through-
out the greater Des Moines area. 

“This is an exciting achievement for us,” 
said Gary Key, CEO, “which we think will 
benefit our current members here in Wa-
terbury as well as new members from the 
rest of Des Moines, West Des Moines, 
Urbandale and Clive.” 

“I think adding community to their name 
is also symbolic of Cornerstone’s com-
mitment and tremendous support of Wa-
terbury,” said Melinda Berte, Corner-
stone board member and Waterbury resi-
dent. “They’ve co-sponsored Oktoberfest 
for three years now, hosted our spring 
tree planting project, and helped us 
launch Jazz in July.” 

“We are a homegrown, full-service credit 
union with a reputation that stands for 
personalized service and the highest of 
financial standards,” continued Key. “We 
strive to foster growth in our community 
and the lives of our customers with com-
petitive rates on CD’s/IRA’s, auto and 
home loans, etc., with minimal fees com-
pared to the banks. While banks answer 
to their shareholders, we answer to our 
members and are categorized as a ‘not-
for-profit’ organization.” 

Cornerstone began as Younkers Credit 
Union back in 1931and was located in 
the downtown store until 2004.Today 
Cornerstone is located at 61st and Grand 
Avenue, right next to the McDonald’s. 
For more information about Cornerstone 
services, call 274-2343. 
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Snow Removal Policy “Better, Faster,” Says City 

All Residential Streets Plowed After 2-Inch Snowfalls 

New for the 2012 to 2013 snow season: all residential streets will be plowed after 2-
inch snowfalls. Streets will be cleared with larger snow plows known as “wing-plows.”   

Wing plows can clear a path 14 feet wide. This larger path requires vehicles to be off 
the street to make the equipment as efficient as possible. Therefore parking will be re-
stricted until residential streets are plowed curb to curb. 

Sign Up for Plow Notification 

Snow removal on residential streets citywide will begin when the snow ends. You can 
access up-to-date information on snow removal by the following methods: 

 Email: Subscribe to email alerts at www.dmgov.org in the link “sign up for email 
subscriptions” 

 Texting: Subscribe to text message alerts by texting DMSNOW to 96362. 

 Facebook: like us ‘Des Moines Public Works;’ Twitter: Follow us @dmdpw 

 Phone: Department of Public Works 24-Hour Customer Service Center - 283-4950 

The cost of a ticket for parking dur-
ing restrictions is $35. 
 

Des Moines Police Release  

Neighborhood Crime Statistics 

Crime happens even in great neigh-
borhoods like Waterbury. Here are 
key statistics, 2011 and 2012: 

Theft: 30 in 2011, 30 in 2012 

Burglary: 9 in 2011, 16 in 2012 

Motor Vehicle: 1 in 2011, 5 in 2012 

Assault: 1 in 2011, 1 in 2012 

Robbery: 0 in 2011, 0 in 2012 

Arson: 0 in 2011, 0 in 2012 

Homicide: 0 in 2011, 0 in 2012 

Total: 41 in 2011, 52 in 2012. 

Public vigilance makes a difference. 
Call the Des Moines police if you 
see any suspicious activity. 

WATERBURY         

6 



Brrr from Waterbury — It’s Oktoberfest 2012 
With temps dipping below 50 degrees and a cold wind to boot, it was tough 
to stay warm at the Third Annual Waterbury Oktoberfest. But if the smiles 

on the 
faces of 
adults 
and kids alike are 
any indication, 
those who braved 
the elements had a 
great time. Big 
thanks are due 
once again to Cor-
nerstone Commu-
nity Credit Union 
for co-sponsoring 
this great event for 
the third straight 
year. 
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About Our Advertisers 

We greatly value the support we 
receive from the companies you 
see advertised here in the Water-
bury Neighborhood News, and we 
sincerely hope you patronize their 
businesses. However, note that 
this does not imply endorsement 
on the part of the Waterbury 
Neighborhood Association. 
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 Dear Waterbury Neighbor: 

 The Waterbury Neighborhood Association has a long his-

tory of strong leadership and neighbor involvement. 

Your Association represents you on important issues that affect property values 

and the quality of life in our neighborhood.  These efforts, as well as our newslet-

ter, informational meetings and social events are funded by membership dues. 

Some recent examples of these efforts are: 

 Installation of the Safe Crossing Walks at the Polk & Grand intersection 

 Establishment of the Waterbury Garden & Historical Marker at Polk & Ingersoll 

 A neighborhood entrance sign at 56
th & Pleasant and the reestablishment of 

oak savannah in the area 

 A very successful Secret Garden Tour, several popular Holiday Home Tours 

and the Waterbury Luminary Festival 

 Our first-ever Jazz in July right here in Waterbury 

 And finally, our third annual Oktoberfest held this fall 

In addition, our founding members established the Waterbury Foundation to al-

low for grant writing and tax deductible contributions for reforesting and other 

worthy projects. 

To continue these important efforts, we need all neighbors to be paying mem-

bers!  Our annual fall membership drive is still in full swing. Please contribute to 

continued neighborhood progress by volunteering and joining or renewing your 

membership today.  

Current members will receive renewal information directly in the mail. If you 

aren’t a member, simply fill out the attached form, enclose your check and return 

today! 

We greatly appreciate your time and generosity,   

Sincerely, 

 

Bryan Bunton 

President, Waterbury Neighborhood Association 
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WNA Fall Membership Drive Update 
More than half of our members have renewed their WNA membership for 2013. 
Thank you! If you haven’t yet renewed, it’s not too late! Look for a friendly re-
minder in the mail soon. Or, if you are not a member, clip out the form below 
and join today. Mail to WNA, PO Box 12054, Des Moines, IA, 50312. Your fi-
nancial support and volunteer time are what make Waterbury so special. 



Annual Meeting Scheduled for April.  

Watch Your Mail for Details! 
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